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that in this region there were many cacao and banana
plantations, the soil being very fruitful. There were also
groves of the cotton tree, and great meadows or savannas
full of wild oxen and wild horses, and frequented also by
tapirs.1

The fauna of south-eastern Mexico and Honduras at
the time of Dampier's adventures was a rich one, and had
a very tropical "South American" aspect. It included
two or three kinds of deer (Virginian deer and brockets),
the two large and small kinds of peccary, opossums, por-
cupines, armadilloes, ant-eaters, sloths, monkeys, and a
creature called by Dampier the squash, by which he
evidently means the long-nosed Coati, a creature of the
Raccoon family. This he describes as having good, sweet,
wholesome flesh, like that of a pig, because it feeds on
nothing but good fruit; being taken young, it becomes as
tame as a dog and as roguish as a monkey.

As to the monkeys of this region, he describes them
as the ugliest he ever saw, with great tails 2j feet long,
bare underneath, with a black hard skin, but the upper
side of the tail a*id all the body covered with coarse, long,
black, staring hair. He probably alludes to the Spider
monkeys with prehensile tails. These creatures went
about, twenty or thirty in a company, in the woods, leap-
ing from tree to tree. They were most threatening towards
any human being whom they might meet, especially if he
was alone, so that Dampier was afraid to shoot at them;
for they would assemble in a great company, dancing from

i This last was probably a peculiar form of tapir (Tapirus tairdi], which together
ivith an allied species of western Central America (7*. dowi), differs from the other
tapirs in having a bony support to the prehensile nose. Dampier describes it as the
;ize of a bullock of two years old, calls it the Mountain Cow, and says that it has a
sretty long tail. This, of course, is quite incorrect, as all tapirs have little more than
L stump. Baird's tapir is always found in the woods near some large river, feeding on
he long, thin grass, and taking refuge in the water at the least noise.